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courage to march westwards. His son Pacorus success-
fully invaded Syria and Phoenicia. Palestine he found in its
e normal condition of intestinal commotion' and, receiving an
offer from one faction of a thousand talents and five hundred
Jewesses for his assistance, he readily agreed to set their
leader upon the throne in Jerusalem as Parthian satrap.

At this point Mark Antony, who was in Egypt, decided that
steps should be taken to stem the Parthian invasion, and
Pacorus was killed in an engagement with a Roman army
under one of Antony's lieutenants. Later Antony himself
was tempted to follow up this success by an attack on Parthian
territory. But he was sidetracked by his Armenian allies into
a campaign against the Median states in northern Persia. His
failure to master local tactics resulted in a disastrous retreat
in which he lost a large part of his army, and he withdrew
to the doubtful consolations of life in Alexandria.

Meanwhile a minor insurrection in Parthia resulted in the
new king, Phraates, being temporarily deposed and compelled
to fly to Scythia for help. In his absence the rebels sent his
young son to Rome as a present, an episode which was only
important because some years later, after Phraates' restora-
tion, the Emperor Augustus was able to exchange this boy
for the Roman standards which had been captured from
Crassus and Antony, and thereby pave the way for peace
between Rome and Parthia.

In the year of the birth of Jesus Christ a treaty was signed
under spectacular circumstances on an island in the Euphrates
with the two great hosts facing each other on either bank.

After this there is a distinctly dark period, at least in the
history of Iraq, and the portraits of Parthian kings on contem-
porary coins become more and more peculiar. At one moment
two Hebrew gangsters become joint satraps of Babylonia.
Yet the peace with Rome seems to be fairly lasting. Armenia
is for some time a bone of contention between the two nations,
but in the time of Nero a brother of the Parthian king, Tiri-
dates, is set upon the Armenian throne and his investiture
takes place in Rome. Later writers tell how 'according to
the ordinary etiquette of the Roman Court, Tiridates was
requested to lay aside his sword before approaching the
Emperor ; but this he declined to do ; and the difficulty seemed
serious until a compromise was suggested, and he was allowed